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DIRECTOR’S CORNER

It gives me great pleasure to announce that Dr. Teru Nakagawa accepted our offer to join us
here at the Center for Structural Biology! Teru will be moving from UCSD, where he has been
an Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry. He will be appointed as an Associate
Professor in the Department of Molecular Physiology & Biophysics and will serve along with
Melanie Ohi as scientific co-director of the CSB Cryo-EM Facility.

The recruitment of new faculty member with a high level of expertise represents the first key
step in the reorganization of cryo-EM in the CSB. We are now in a position to begin the search
for a Director of Operations for the CSB cryo-EM Facility. Filling this position will in turn enable
the implementation of an operations and training plan, which will open up the potential for
much broader use of cryo-EM resources than has been available in the past. Current
expectation is to be fully operational by the end of 2012.

The new BCL::Jufo9D server developed in the Meiler lab combines
secondary structure prediction and trans-membrane span
prediction from the protein sequence. It has been optimized for
both membrane proteins as well as soluble proteins and prediction
accuracies are comparable to highest-quality predictors. The server
is available at:
http://www.meilerlab.org/index.php/servers/show?s id=5

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Kate Mittendorf, of the Sanders Lab, passed her PhD qualifying exam in Biochemistry.

The Sanders Lab clarified the relationship of cholesterol to Alzheimer’s disease and had an article
published in the journal Science.

Sabuj Pattanayek welcomed a baby boy, Eshan, on Saturday July 7, 2012. Congratulations Sabu;j!
Jens Meiler welcomed a baby girl, Sarah, on Sunday, June 24, 2012. Congratulations Jens!

Tina Iverson welcomed a baby boy, Taylor, on Tuesday, April 24, 2012. Congratulations Tina!

AWARDS

Aaron Mason, of the Eichman Lab, received a 3-year American Cancer Society
postdoctoral fellowship.

Michael Waterman was presented with John H. Exton Award for Research Leading to
Innovative Biological Concepts at the spring faculty meeting on May 17, 2012.

Richard Armstrong has been named a fellow of the American Chemical Society. This is
truly a significant honor that recognizes sustained contribution to the discipline of
chemistry, an award that is richly deserved.

Stephen Fesik, Professor of Biochemistry, has been awarded the 2012 American
Association for Cancer Research Award for Outstanding Achievement in Chemistry in
Cancer Research.
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COMINGS AND GOINGS

Andreas Frank, of the Fesik lab, received a job offer from Novartis. He will join the
Novartis scientific staff on October 1, 2012.

Feng Wang joined the Fesik Lab on July 2, 2012 from the Medical Biophysics Depart-
ment at the University of Toronto.

Elaine Maria de Souza-Fagundes, of the Fesik Lab, finished her postdoc fellowship and
returned to Brazil in April 2012.

Hai-Young Kim, of the Fesik Lab, received a job offer from Merck and joined its scien-
tific staff on June 1, 2012.

Julia Koehler, of the Meiler Lab, accepted a postdoc position at John Hopkins.

Rachel Crowder, of the Chazin Lab, completed her MSc in Biochemistry on June 1st
and will be starting her work as an independent scientific illustrator.

Steffan Lindert, of the Meiler Lab, accepted a postdoctoral fellowship with the Ameri-
can Heart Association.

Teru Nakagawa, will be joining the CSB from UCSB where he was an Assistant Profes-
sor of Chemistry and Biochemistry. He will now be the Associate Professor in the De-
partment of Molecular Physiology & Biophysics and will serve along with Melanie Ohi
as scientific co-director of the CSB Cryo-EM Facility.

GRANTS

The Iverson Lab received a American Heart Association Grant.

Jens Meiler and Laura Mizoue (co-Pl) were awarded a new RO1 grant from NIGMS en-
titled “Computational Design of Protein-Ligand interfaces—a Therapeutic Strategy.”

Michael Feldkamp of the Chazin Lab received an NIH F32 postdoctoral fellowship
starting on July 1st.
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